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Meeting the Challenges  
of Coastal Storms 

Outline: 
 
•  ~30 min talk & time for questions 
 
•  Practical measures that can protect 
homeowners, renters, and their 
families, as well as minimize damage 
to homes and property from 
hurricanes, nor’easters, and flooding.  
 
•  Pros and cons of various shoreline 
stabilization techniques  



Adaptation 
(Individual Responsibility) 

 

5,000 copies of the handbook were first made available during Hurricane 

Preparedness Week (May 26 – June 1) and over ½ were distributed that 1st week. 



Myth 1: “I survived Hurricanes Bob, Irene and Sandy, so I am sufficiently prepared.” 

Myth 2: “If a disaster occurs, it won’t be that bad.” 

Myth 6: “My house survived Hurricanes Bob and Sandy, so I do not need to retrofit for hurricanes.” 

Things You Can Do to Prepare 

•  Gather emergency supplies 
 
•  Compile an evacuation kit 
 
•  Create an evacuation plan for both a flood 
and a coastal storm 
 
•  Know your property and take appropriate 
action 
 
•  Know your house and take appropriate 
action 
 
•  Don’t gamble with your house 
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Emergency Notification Systems Shelter 
In place or at a designated shelter? 
Arrangements for pets? Medicine? 



The Severity of the Hazard Event 

Your Location 

How and When Your House Was Built 

How Your House is Maintained 

How You Strengthen Your House 

continuous 
load 
path 

wind and rain 
resistant 

envelope 



Retro-fitting 

bracing - polyurethane foam 

hurricane clips 





Pre-Disaster Activities 

Protect Your Home from Damage 

Communicate with Your Insurance Agent 

10 months later:   2,000 more people have policies   
   $160,000 more to be saved 

CRS Across Barnstable County 
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Photo Credit:  Ted Keon 



The Spectrum of Coastal Erosion Control Methods 

• Do nothing 

1. Will system recover by itself? 
 
2. How far is the structure from the water? 
 
3. Grandfathering protects structures (not lawn)     

before August 10, 1978 

Photo Credit:  Ann McNichol  



The Spectrum of Coastal Erosion Control Methods 

• Do nothing 

• Vegetation 

Plant Natives: 
Root systems  stabilize. 
Take up water. 
Break the impact of 
raindrops or wave-splash. 
Slow down runoff 

Remove Invasive 
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= Fill of a CRA 

 

 

Photo Credit:  Ted Keon 

Sacrificial Cobble (Mixed) 

Photo Credit:  CZM 
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C  E  S 

WPA:  Coastal engineering structure means, but is not limited to, any breakwater, 
bulkhead, groin, jetty, revetment, seawall, weir, riprap or any other structure that is 
designed to alter wave, tidal or sediment transport processes in order to protect inland or 
upland structures from the effects of such processes. 
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Gabion (10-20 yrs) 

 

• Sand Bags 
 

• Gabion 
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The Spectrum of Coastal Erosion Control Methods 

How the “Spectrum” could be used: 
 

Notice of Intent (NOI)   →→→→  Alternative Analysis 
 

…start at top and move down,  
explaining why each one isn’t suitable. 
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•  Not a complete list 
(and methods are being invented/modified) 
 
•  With revetments…if neighbors don’t do the same 
then you’ll have to keep extending return. 
 
•  Very few projects only employ 1 method, and when 
we are determining if it’s a CES we need to use the 
“hardest” aspect of the project. 
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The Spectrum of Coastal Erosion Control Methods 

Thank you 

↑ Resilience  ≠  ↓ Natural Systems 


