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What is a  

District of Critical Planning Concern  

(DCPC)? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a planning tool of a regional government 

 (in our case, the Cape Cod Commission) 

 that enables a town (or towns) to 

 

ñadopt special rules and regulations that will  

protect natural, coastal, scientific, cultural, 

 architectural, archaeological, historic, 

economic, or recreational resources  

or values of regional, statewide, or national 

significance.ò 
 





Marsh, barrier beach, dunes 

Productivity 

Birds 

Environmental Services:  

buffer between land and sea 
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Barnstable County Assembly of Delegates  
 Ord No. 96-1 

 

 Purposes of District 
 
1. To maintain integrity of the Black Beach/Great 

Sippewissett Marsh barrier beach system 
 

2. To preserve the habitat value of the marsh/beach area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. To improve/upgrade septic systems and stormwater 
discharges and employ other means to alleviate shellfish 
closures and improve water quality of the marsh 
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